𝐍𝐞𝐰 𝐭𝐨 𝐭𝐨𝐮𝐫𝐧𝐚𝐦𝐞𝐧𝐭 𝐜𝐡𝐞𝐬𝐬? 𝐀 𝐠𝐮𝐢𝐝𝐞 𝐭𝐨 𝐀𝐂𝐅 𝐚𝐧𝐝 𝐅𝐈𝐃𝐄 𝐫𝐚𝐭𝐢𝐧𝐠𝐬
We regularly receive questions from parents and players about how chess ratings work. Here is a general guide.
𝑸: 𝑾𝒉𝒂𝒕 𝒊𝒔 𝒂𝒏 𝑨𝑪𝑭 𝒓𝒂𝒕𝒊𝒏𝒈?
An ACF rating is an Australian national chess rating administered by the Australian Chess Federation.
The ACF has two separate rating systems:
• Classic rating — for games with longer time controls
• Quick rating — for rapid and blitz games
A player may therefore have a Classic rating, a Quick rating, both ratings or no published rating yet.
Most tournaments conducted by CAWA are ACF-rated. This includes many junior events, such as the School Chess League and WA Junior Championship events. However, players should always check the tournament information to confirm the rating status.
𝑸: 𝑫𝒐 𝒑𝒍𝒂𝒚𝒆𝒓𝒔 𝒏𝒆𝒆𝒅 𝒕𝒐 𝒂𝒑𝒑𝒍𝒚 𝒇𝒐𝒓 𝒂𝒏 𝑨𝑪𝑭 𝑰𝑫?
No separate application is normally required.
When a player participates in an ACF-rated tournament for the first time, the tournament organiser submits the player’s details for rating. An ACF ID will then be created or matched to an existing player record.
Someone who has previously played in an ACF-rated tournament may already have an ACF ID, even if they do not yet have a published rating.
𝑸: 𝑯𝒐𝒘 𝒅𝒐𝒆𝒔 𝒂 𝒑𝒍𝒂𝒚𝒆𝒓 𝒐𝒃𝒕𝒂𝒊𝒏 𝒂𝒏 𝑨𝑪𝑭 𝒓𝒂𝒕𝒊𝒏𝒈?
A player generally needs to complete at least nine rateable games against rated opponents in the relevant rating system. The player must also achieve at least one positive result, such as a win or draw against a rated opponent.
These games do not need to be played in the same tournament. New players will often need to participate in two or three tournaments before receiving their first published rating.
Classic and Quick games are counted separately. For example, playing nine rapid games may help a player obtain a Quick rating, but those games will not count towards a Classic rating.
𝑸: 𝑾𝒉𝒆𝒏 𝒂𝒓𝒆 𝑨𝑪𝑭 𝒓𝒂𝒕𝒊𝒏𝒈𝒔 𝒑𝒖𝒃𝒍𝒊𝒔𝒉𝒆𝒅?
ACF ratings are published four times each year:
• 1 March
• 1 June
• 1 September
• 1 December
This means that a player’s rating may not appear immediately after a tournament. A player who has not yet completed enough qualifying games may still appear in the ACF system as unrated or as needing additional games.
𝑸: 𝑾𝒉𝒂𝒕 𝒊𝒔 𝒂 𝑭𝑰𝑫𝑬 𝒓𝒂𝒕𝒊𝒏𝒈?
A FIDE rating is an international chess rating administered by the International Chess Federation.
FIDE maintains separate ratings for:
• Standard chess
• Rapid chess
• Blitz chess
Only tournaments specifically registered as FIDE-rated can contribute towards a FIDE rating. Not every ACF-rated tournament is also FIDE-rated.
𝑸: 𝑫𝒐 𝒑𝒍𝒂𝒚𝒆𝒓𝒔 𝒏𝒆𝒆𝒅 𝒕𝒐 𝒂𝒑𝒑𝒍𝒚 𝒇𝒐𝒓 𝒂 𝑭𝑰𝑫𝑬 𝑰𝑫?
Australian players do not normally need to apply directly for a FIDE ID.
When an Australian player enters their first FIDE-rated tournament, the organiser and the Australian Chess Federation will arrange or confirm the player’s FIDE ID. Players should ensure that their full name, date of birth and other registration details are accurate and consistent.
𝑸: 𝑯𝒐𝒘 𝒅𝒐𝒆𝒔 𝒂 𝒑𝒍𝒂𝒚𝒆𝒓 𝒐𝒃𝒕𝒂𝒊𝒏 𝒕𝒉𝒆𝒊𝒓 𝒇𝒊𝒓𝒔𝒕 𝑭𝑰𝑫𝑬 𝒓𝒂𝒕𝒊𝒏𝒈?
A player must accumulate at least five games against FIDE-rated opponents. These games may be played across different tournaments and rating periods.
However, the games only begin to count from the first rating month in which the player scores at least a draw or a win against a FIDE-rated opponent. If a player scores zero points against FIDE-rated opponents in an earlier month, those games are not included in the initial rating calculation.
For example, if a player loses all their games against rated opponents in their first FIDE-rated tournament, but scores a draw against a rated opponent in a later month, the five-game requirement begins from that later month. The earlier losses are not counted.
The player’s calculated initial rating must also meet FIDE’s minimum publication requirement. Standard, Rapid and Blitz ratings are calculated separately, and FIDE rating lists are published monthly.
𝑸: 𝑨𝒓𝒆 𝒂𝒍𝒍 𝑭𝑰𝑫𝑬-𝒓𝒂𝒕𝒆𝒅 𝒕𝒐𝒖𝒓𝒏𝒂𝒎𝒆𝒏𝒕𝒔 𝒂𝒍𝒔𝒐 𝑨𝑪𝑭-𝒓𝒂𝒕𝒆𝒅?
Yes. FIDE-rated tournaments conducted in Australia are also submitted for ACF rating.
However, the reverse is not true: an ACF-rated tournament is not necessarily FIDE-rated.
𝑸: 𝑾𝒉𝒂𝒕 𝒊𝒔 𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒆𝒂𝒔𝒊𝒆𝒔𝒕 𝒘𝒂𝒚 𝒕𝒐 𝒃𝒆𝒄𝒐𝒎𝒆 𝒓𝒂𝒕𝒆𝒅?
Simply continue participating in rated tournaments. There is no need to complete a special examination or submit a personal rating application.
Please check each tournament flyer or registration page to see whether the event is:
• ACF Classic-rated
• ACF Quick-rated
• FIDE Standard-rated
• FIDE Rapid-rated
• FIDE Blitz-rated
Ratings take time to establish. For new players, the most important goals should remain gaining experience, learning from each game and enjoying tournament chess. See less
